Criteria to define anti-idiotypic antibodies carrying the internal image of an antigen.
Anti-idiotypic antibodies which carry the internal image of a foreign antigen, i.e. so-called Ab2 beta antibodies, have been successfully used as vaccines to pathogens, as tools to isolate cellular receptors or as reagents in cancer therapy. An attempt is made to establish structural, immunochemical and and functional criteria to define anti-idiotypic antibodies of the Ab2 beta type.